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" The Mysterious Ways of Wang Foo By Sidney C. Partridge

-

A ——  With a most gracious smile bf wel-

. - ‘ ; . e o . 1 come, before the English officer had

s THE JADE STONE T : : ; ' . had time to say a word, “I am highly

! - i honored to have you under my very

humble roof. Please take a seat and

PENDANT : let me know how I may have the |

3 f ’ pleasure of 'serving you. You surcly ; Lx

; : haven't'come to' consult me about the

.;_'obt_:ory at government house, have . :
you?" . 4

“That's just {t.,"! replied the ennlair-
'We may as well confess it, we're In
A fix, and you seefn to be the enly one
that can help us out:'® W= 6 - 3 !

*“Did the inspector himself sénd you |
for me?" inquired Wang. " ;

“He did, sir, and he. is anxious to i
8ee you about |t. Of couse, you krow !
about the case?” - - y i . :

“I have read about it in the Eng- !

llsh papers,” was Lhe brief and char-
acterigtic angwer. g

“At this polnt grandma suddenly ap-
peared with the Chinese brass pipe,
. Which slie placed bofors them on the

“ APTAIN,"” said the inspector,
' a8 he rose from his office
) chalr and, turning toward :
« the long open window, gazed 5

out over the blue watera

of the harbor, “we might just as well

glve it up, It 18 the most puzzling

case I have ever had since I came

to the far east, just seventeen years

ago this month." . . x

And Inspector Wallace of the Hong- £

- kong police, reaching up to a little
Chinese ebony shelf upon the wall,

table, with two bowlg of amoking Fdo *
took from it a long Manila cheroot | -~ E‘:W‘: ‘i'e:r‘:tl? ﬂ-r“tl:;-tl‘“' ﬂ'iﬂt‘i:l "tiﬂf
; k me cigarettes for the use o e for-
|,_ and, slowly and thoughtfully lght eigner not accustomed to the native
Ing It, watched the Peninsular mall = PPe et Sl : pipe. The host politely passed them
steamer nfEncuyering toward her to his g'utslst. and tsﬁﬂ“ a8 !‘gw m“(llu?ﬁa.
ve hip- . conversation on e weather an L] ;
:ln::oraga amid the forest of ship . H y & (t:lr:llnary totpltl:g of the day, the eap- '
v o __ ain aroge to leave. : “
’ “Yes, It certainly is a deep one { = . ¥ @ : | “At what hour, Mr. Wang, may I tell . k
" answered Capt. Brownlow, sécond in : e ) ) =g .3 tl}psiguf;?ltiomr t&i?i‘mw:r{;; ){r‘;g:“bnst e !
gg;nnm:?dﬂlgnfﬁlﬂ'l"hkne EPI“:]}Fhi‘?F"V: :g:: 3 i 'I\l'iments, ﬂ'lln't- he may look for me ;"_’ i
* tainly have made a very thorough : F ?req}sely 9"o'clock tomorrow morn- |
* gearch. Every dive of stolen goods : e ng.' .

Ay and every pawnshop in the colony

has been combed, but there i_elm't the ;
4 faintest trace of it. And here,” point-
| ing to a file of letters upon the desk,
= *here are the confidential reports
-

‘At his office, T guppose?” f !
“¥es, at hig office,”

':good-mght." ; ; 1 " .
! d-night, slr,\and. as the Chl- 1 :
nese say, may lucky stars gulde you
on your way!!
A8 the captain rode along Queen's
road on his way home le Kept saying
to himself: % -5 i T )
‘‘Wonderful man, that Wang. No
doubt, he knows all about his couritrs-
4. men .and their tricky ways, but whena ,

« from the vica consuls at Canton and
Macao. They say they have done
their best, but they are just ds much

¥ in the dark as we are. There's only
: ona thing left, sir; we'll have to send

for Wang Foo."
“You ;‘re right, captain. It t‘n‘kes

S & Chinaman to catch a Icm}w?'l]lan' n: / ....E:sﬂgﬁgeth}gst:,:‘m:al:ndf ponﬁ‘fq g e
it 8, Loolk ‘him u i 1 : ! i a5 .d
3 ;.Irlzfl ror}gnta?génrfergo::'ﬂ tonlght sharp, Engllsh? " Not n_gvilable gl
I'am dining on the flag ship and will

speaks as-correctly as an ‘English
scho®jmarm.” . bk f
He did not know that Wang. had’
léarngd his first English from . the
-, bishop's own daughter Ifi the old mis-
sion on-the -Bund, and polished and re-"*
fined It afterward by a two:year'
residence Iy , Melbousne. Long . and |
faithful study had miade him a master
of it, as he was of his own ancestral
tangue and {ts complicated literature.’
!‘Venerable grand one,” he sald, ad-.
dressing She old lady, who had bolted,
the door after the departure of the
forelgner, “where 18 old Chang?" .
#He s resting In the outer court! !
!'Call_him_at once, and. tell. him -to,
EO0 to the Temple of the Queen of,
«Heaven and ask for the abbot,’and say - f
that ‘Wang ¥o00 desires the honor of’ s
his presence without delay.” (s
“It I8 done as the master says.”, + {
In scarcely twenty minutes' time the 1
oki*abbot arrived, and after the tea

excuse myself early.” : X
» While the ﬁureg?in[ﬁhenn\?{fgtiﬁ‘n
was taking place in e polie -
spector’a private office Lady Evington,.
wife of the governor of the colony,
was just bidding good-bye to the wife
and the daughter of the admiral at
vernment House.
Gq'Yes. 1 haye about made up m}:
rmind that I shall never see it agnin,
ghe sald. *The inspector told the ]
governor thls afternoon that he con- 1,]
gldered it practically a hopeless case. i
“aAnd you are guite positive that it
" wasn't stolen 'at the reception? [
of the women. } j
a,sltqnglgge positive,” answered Lady 4
Evington, “I “remember distinctly
looking at it and admiring its rich ) ‘ : |
green_color just before I l1ald it away i i~ <
in the case on my dressing tabla,'?.tter b
. the last visitor had gone. And,” she
added, with a greant deal of emphasis,
“I know one of the servants could not
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possibly ha"el tﬁd“'; ”;i fif[:'ug“l’; door { ; . :tnatr;ﬂtl::e!t’h:h:gp::(ﬁ?gm ms_ ﬂo'““.“ '
¢ locked an . ; : .

it Bl G auestion, %hat had 50 _ : &3 : {"Welcome, venerable father, fo the -

mysteriously disappeared from Lady % ¥ humble shrine of Choo-Foo-Tge,"” aid -

« Svington's dressing table two weeks . : Wang Foo as they entéred and took

! Ybetore, was nothing less than the fa- seats In the little study, .

g J e . *I am'honored beyond words In bein

mous jade-stone pendant that the vice 5

rey pf Canton had presentad to the admitte:} :?‘ the Eh{ln: ﬂ'll?t‘heﬂ.l‘;l :I}:e E

3 :  hoior i6 venownition _ name of the greatest scholar o e
' Co}?‘halgng;cg{lenc_vi services in conduct- " ; classica,' replied the guest, - : g ._
= fng the campaign for the relief of the : L} . : For two long hours they were ‘clos- :
B R inds ol guttayers from the great : . eted together, and the resuits of thelr 1
i, Pearl river flood. It was a wonderful ' . 4 “Q‘:“"l'l"t(“ll““t"h“":“’"“t_e‘él:'? this: If;-l“lmlﬂ; '

rel, of almost priceless value, and noi ely .that any nese officla

; ffa“defur no end of years been part of ’ Z #F =) ' even of the rank of viceroy, would' :
the official dnsignia of the viceroys of ' ' knowingly give to a Eurapean a jewel , '
Canton, hanging from the center lof ' . :: st'i')‘ih{"-“-‘ue. “j‘{-‘dﬂ‘m:‘ natio_n:ll P{Mg i

i SE eorh] overs the: £6148 : | amous jade-stone pendant of .

:mrtl:?-g‘l\t}?s:d Orf)h;g:ltilx on the ceremo- 3 the dynasty of the Tsings. Therefore, .

nial robes.. : on first thought,. what the governor

The gift had been elaborately de- 'recelved must havé bean a chéap du-

plicate or an Imitation, trusting that

|
|
he English papers of Hong-
f(cbrril&]'?dn:::i tthe no%ir:ea had been trans- \ \ H the European eye would never detect 1
lated into all the native papers of the - tl}e l‘lirre'rence. But no Chinese thief - |
colony and of Shanghai, and It was would ever be able to dispose of such+ |
generally recognized that no more a.treasure without being Instantly ap--
striking token of appreciation had ° : fll;ahended.h Therefore, on aucnnd; JI
ever been presented by a Chinese high i hDug’ht. the only concluslon was that |
officlal to a foreign ruler, the viceroy actually did present the»
His excellency, Bir Arthur Wayne- . | genuine: r'aandnnt to the governor,.and,
Evington, the governor, had kent it t_hen privately arranged for it to be. i
securely locked in his office gafe until | / stolen and brought back to him. ‘.
the evening of the reception to the h | | The guilty party, whoever he might:
. officers of the army and navy, when -‘{E- musttbe sought in the viceregal, -
| Lady Evington wore it for the first E\Iamem_ at Canton. But It must be.
time in public. She had laid it on her " one with tfhe utmmft' secrecy, for the
: dressing table just before retiring, and Exrmlalure o ml1 Dfﬁtt,ldl ofl high rank '
s in the morning it had mysteriouslv ; &ou It Irrmmrl a mou’ cerlg n death to'
\ vanished, That was all she knew. And Cae t ¢ armderﬁ f ntrmmie mttehtrl‘p i
that was all thdt anv one knew. al- \'ar:egnr:$st bg :I"’lle ee “ti;'-l* t'nt nner
though the_ entire:official staff of at- | . % LA crimlna‘lwry rst step in
tendants and serl\ha?its hg.tl been mo:t E.‘. "Yougare aults Ak VanEraviv ettt
rigorously examihed and cross-aues- 45 1 4 ] . &
tioned. And so “The Theft of the Vice- i ! er,”-he sald to the old eccleslastic on

Hegnl Tade<Htons as the At R leaving, “that your description of the

Jewel is correct?”
y the papera ran, hecame the Subject of i " 1
{ gosslp and sltw(:ulﬂll'ont ?l]_:‘mugmﬂ:‘f "Slgl!ntflel?:sllt“r;'as‘;racsuptlzg l?nt‘:!;r;;_
g:n“t;h;eﬁ?::‘“ CeRat: SHNg s l’romlonlenof our ratzl'e!stdvolumeu in the
* 2 L temple library, entitled ‘Jewels of the
Capt. Brownlow returned to his homln ﬂ?&’ma&day Imperial Line and Sacred Possesslons
after the interview, and summoning His . ad 2 of the Bons of Heaven' No. 28—The
= faithful 39”’““"“‘.““ S"I‘f' aaia; tchee ana aommotion in jade-stone pendant, or Beal of the
#*You savee ang Foo, go catc ;
» ' four plecee chair-coolie, my wantchee Meaﬂft‘f'mﬁﬂﬁwy Teing CILperors: The most perfcct
’ o h hop-chop.” - chalr and, pulling their bamboo pipes " ; : Jbﬂ’ the forehead, where It bore traces of 8tone ever brought from the imperial
+ g0 his house very chop-chop. L o Bt . s Am{ﬂf;dﬁlﬁﬁﬁ? c an! ugly wound received many years Jade-stone mines of Shen 8i. It meus-
You wantchee him catchee tiefman?"* from their girdles, sat down to smoke t/!ﬁ f" \ before In an accident. But the eyes— ures iwo Inches in length by an inch
asked the ever-inquisitive Ah Sing.  around the lantern of Ah Sing, while river wi $14 these were what attracted the cap. &nd three-quarters in width snd
“"Never you mind what my wantchee, tljs captain ](r]lu(_‘klid I:ltt dlhe door and tain's attent®bn, as they did that PD} depth. It is of the clearest grecn,
replied El1e ca_mn!n. passing fr-.'-r'nr II1I9 u.‘t's‘lmlmcdimie ¥y ad 'F“ Ie S s i every one who ever talked with him, Dure as the waters of the sacred sen.
pldein English into the more regular ih-tw( ewl:]n m:, l.tt:n; tlnd‘: 'hif . Narrow and slightly almond-turned at On It are carved the words of the
tongue of his mother country. et Wit amile, io. e yeneeable R ’ 0o, tt an of mystery, stood th ter edge, th { motto of the great Tsings, ‘Pure as
the chalr ready quick, and mind you who drew bhack the double bars, for Wang Foo, the man of mystery, a ou Be, ey were as plercing Y $ &ver B ihi { 7
don't tell any one where we are going.” some missionary had told him that that before him. ag an eagle's, and seemed—almost this stone must ever be the imperial

W Ay olite form of address to  Tall and slender and light of weight, chameleon-like—to change their color heart.! But that which gives it its
m:‘t;l; 1];?“‘: "'\’.Sﬂv“‘}’:!‘w er::}:ul‘::s ng:é r:\? ?‘::ﬁg:e [:!r:mr' who had reached the clad In a long blue gown of delicate with every changing glance. No one Driceless value and marks it as the
swinging on the shoulders of four stal- age of fifty. “1s Wang Foo at home?” blue silk with an upper jacket of the could have told their exact color, even Very gift of high heaven to the celes-
wart coolles, The captain, followed by  “The lord of our humble mansion s lightest yellow, neatly bralded cue with jn the strongest sunlight. And the t!Rl1line i8 this: That when held up to
the faithful Ah '-Hr:r with n lantern, waiting to receive you,” was the an- n tassel of white (indicating mourning hands (he pul out one of them to grasp the direct light ot E‘“‘- sun the crysial
assed rapldly down Queen's road un- swer, as she ushered him Into the little for a parent), the host had all the dress the captain’s) were as long and slen- markings in \ts center outline the
{Iil'iﬁo\"reaéhpd the avenue of frag- reception room and hastened to get and manner of the perfecef Chinese der as those of the fairy princess In charactnﬁr for *Teing’ or 'Pure.! 'There
rant waters, and turning to the left ready the water-pipe and the Inevitable gentleman. His face was the tradl- the Chinese tales of childhood, with 18 and can be no other like It in the
beman the steen ascent,of the alley of bowl of scalding green tea. The officer tional oval, nose rather sharper than tapering nalls of the most delicate World, e =
the Red Cloud stopping at last fn took the proffered chair, and soon a usual among his countrymen, while coral plnk. He would have been an It in *-‘T'Odlm s Bllil ang ¥oo, We
front of a little doorway that hore the footstep was heard descending the nar- the high cheelk bones would have lo- interesting character meudy at any time A&re pledged to elernal secrocy?

; . "5.G.5," t led into the upper loft, cated him In the northern rather than or In any place; he wasa doubly so . "By the oath of the Icld_‘:r Brother
m’“:g.‘,"fﬁﬁﬁﬁ-‘;f"o’r”"égﬁ' I.')uf:'lq:5 A rwo;:r:m:m ‘%‘L%ble citizens olr[ Hong- In the southern provinces, His skin now, hood that s never broken,” responded
'l'rl‘ne coolles quk-'lﬁv put down the kong spend the sweet hours of night. was a8 samooth as a child's, except on “Good evenlng, captaln” he sald. (Continued on Ninth age.)
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